
 
 
 
 

GOSPELBEACH bio 
 
The five members of GospelbeacH possess a prestigious 
collective resume that includes membership in Beachwood 
Sparks, Further, The Tyde, the Chris Robinson Brotherhood, 
Ryan Adams and the Cardinals and Everest.  But one listen to 
the quintet's warmly wonderful debut album Pacific Surf Line 
will instantly dispel any preconceptions about supergroup self-
indulgence or side-project slumming. 
 
"Nobody was trying to make this happen, it just came into our 
lives and took over," lead vocalist/guitarist Brent Rademaker 
says of the band, which also includes singer-guitarists Neal 
Casal and Jason Soda, bassist Kip Boardman and drummer Tom 
Sanford.   
 
Pacific Surf Line—whose title references the replacement of 
the once-mighty steamer trains of the Santa Fe Railway by the 
modern Pacific Surfliner that now traverses the Southern 
California coastline—comes barreling down the tracks carrying 
the five bandmates' rich individual histories.  But its most 
precious cargo is the effortless creative rapport that's forged 
these five diverse individuals into a vibrant musical community.   
 
The album—which Brent and Jason co-produced with Scott 
Hackwith, known for his studio work with the likes of 
Spiritualized and the Ramones—embodies an open-hearted 
optimism that's reflected in the band's sunny, upbeat 
songcraft, and in the buoyant, organic performances that show 
off the quintet's uncanny, instinctive chemistry.   

 



 
The band's breezy tunes swim with swirling Hammond organ, 
soulful drumming, walking basslines and lightning guitar flashes, 
with the five musicians' voices merging in rich, lived-in 
harmonies.  The songs celebrate the spirit and history of 
California ("California Steamer"), the unique vibe of 
Rademaker's original home state of Florida ("Sunshine 
Skyway") and a wide range of friends, acquaintances and 
experiences ("Come Down," "Mick Jones"). 
 
Also making guest appearances on Pacific Surf Line are solo 
singer-songwriter and Brian Wilson band member Nelson Bragg, 
who adds vocal harmonies on several tracks, and Beachwood 
Sparks member Ben Knight, who plays guitar on "Your 
Freedom." 
 
Pacific Surf Line overflows with the same spontaneous spirit 
with which GospelbeacH originally came into being.  After 
productive stints as a founding member of Beachwood Sparks 
and its predecessors Further and The Tyde, Rademaker had 
come to a crossroads that led him to leave his adopted 
hometown of Los Angeles to return to his native state of 
Florida, where he took a job as a framer in a South Tampa art 
gallery and largely put his musical life on hold for several years. 
 
"I'd kind of gotten bitter about bands, so starting a new one 
was the last thing I wanted to do," he recalls.  "I did a few little 
things and thought about maybe starting something of my 
own, but nothing was really inspiring me.  But I did a few things 
for fun with some friends, playing Everly Brothers and Buffalo 
Springfield covers, and that kind of led me back on the path to 
California and opened me back up to the possibility of being in 
a group." 
 



In the spring of 2014, Rademaker reconnected with original 
Beachwood Sparks drummer Tom Sanford and the two began 
jamming informally in Brent's home studio, the Crabshack, with 
no agenda other than enjoying each other's company and 
having fun playing music together.   
 
"There was no band, no name, no record deal," Brent notes.  
"But it started taking on a vibe of its own and turning into 
something, and then we started writing songs together, just 
spitballing ideas back and forth.  And the songs we were 
coming up with were telling stories, about people I knew and 
places where I grew up.  We began exploring the kind of 
collaboration that we hadn't really done since the early days of 
Beachwood Sparks, and the joy returned.  And my little gang of 
two with Tom became the foundation for what would become 
the band." 
 
Within a few months, Rademaker and Sanford were back in 
L.A., where they began recording their compositions.  They 
soon invited another Beachwood Sparks alumnus, Neal Casal, to 
play and sing on the tracks.  In addition to his work with 
Beachwood Sparks, Casal's history also includes several albums 
as a solo artist, as well as extended stints with Ryan Adams 
and the Cardinals, and Black Crowes frontman Chris Robinson's 
outfit the Chris Robinson Brotherhood, and alongside Grateful 
Dead founders Phil Lesh and Bob Weir in their all-star outfit 
Furthur (not to be confused with Rademaker's combo Further).   
 
Before long, Rademaker, Sanford and Casal has been joined by 
longtime friends Jason Soda and Kip Boardman, who had played 
together in the Watson Twins' band.  Jason, whose guitar and 
vocal talents are matched by his studio skills, had been a 
founding member of the band Everest, which recorded for Neil 
Young's label Vapor Records and also spent time on the road 



with the fabled Crazy Horse.  Kip, meanwhile, was nurturing a 
budding career a solo singer-songwriter, having released his 
first album under his own name in 2002. 
 
The new quintet got its name when Alive Naturalsound's 
Patrick Boissel, whose label would release Pacific Surf Line, 
commented on the band's distinctive mix of high-spirited fervor 
and laid-back good times. 
 
"This whole thing came together without anyone really trying, 
and it kept getting better as more people came on board," 
Brent observes.  "We all just kind of found each other, and we 
all got swept up in our little hurricane, and we made a record 
that we all loved and felt invested in." 
 
With Pacific Surf Line now available to the public, Brent is 
excited about taking GospelbeacH on tour and bring the music 
to life on stage. 
 
"I feel like we're all back to making music for the same reasons 
that we started making it in our teens," he asserts.  "It's just 
been so much fun to hit it off with these guys and build this 
little musical community, and now I'm thrilled about the 
prospect of getting out there and sharing it with people." 
 

 
www.alive-records/artist/gospelbeach/ 
 


