
Tony Joe White – song notes RAIN CROW album 
 
1. “Hoochie Woman” 
She is a woman who has magic, although not quite like a  
conjure woman – And she likes to dance and be with her man  
(Smoochie Man), and a conjure don’t like company at all. I’m more at 
ease with Hoochie, but I believe Leann, my wife and co-writer 
sometimes has a little “Conjure Woman” in her.  
 
2. “The Bad Wind” 
I placed myself in the position of the man with the shotgun, and finding 
his woman with another man – The bad wind blowing is really the 
tension building and what I hope I would do when it came down to it. 
 
3. “Rain Crow” 
I used to hear the rain crow mentioned back in the early days on a 
cotton farm by the swamp. It seemed, my father and the other men 
around on the farms were always needing rain for the crops, and every 
now and then one of the men would say, “I heard a rain crow this 
morning”, and everyone would breathe easier because it usually rained 
when he called. I heard stories he was hardly ever seen but black and 
almost blue, like a crow but smaller with a bigger head. I tried to keep 
the song as mysterious as the rain crow.  
 
4. “The Opening Of The Box” 
The song itself is about some churches back in the woods, proving their 
faith by reaching in a box and pulling out a snake, rattlesnake, 
copperhead, coral, all dangerous and poisonous, and hold it with bare 
hands and march all around the church. There always seems to be a 3 
piece band, guitar, drums and bass with the preacher and they play loud 
and wild. On the recording of the song we tried to capture that wild 
sound. 
 
5. “Right Back In The Fire” 
The words say it all, about 2 people who love each other, are apart for a 
while and when they do make it back to one another the fire burns 
strong. 
 
 



 
6. “The Middle Of Nowhere” 
Billy Bob Thornton and me had no idea where this song was headed 
when we first met. After he showed me some words on the first verse I 
still didn’t know where it would go. Then, it went back to the river 
where I grew up, and one of the other farmers had 3 sons, one who was 
named Joe and he faced his life with Downs, but he was my best friend 
and I could understand him when he talked. Joe was somewhere 
between 18 & 25 in those days and his mission in life was to keep his 
preaching to us boys on the river and to keep an eye on the crossroads. 
His folk’s house set up on a hill and from that vantage point Joe could 
see everything that went on at the crossroads. The song will say the rest 
but it is all about Joe! 
 
7. “Conjure Child” 
At birth, she didn’t have long to live, but her folks took her way back in 
the swamp, where her grandmother lived. She got stronger and helped  
her grandmother. And again the words say it but there is one thing! I 
have always thought it but I never said it in songs! I believe her 
grandmother was the Conjure Woman. 
 
8. “Where Do They Go” 
It’s a question I’ve asked myself many times and the answer is still, I’d 
like to know. The fireflies, the hummingbirds, the grandmothers, the 
grandfathers, “Where do they go” – 
 
9. “Tell Me A Swamp Story” 
It seems odd that you would never ask for a swamp story in the 
daytime. It was always dark or around a fireplace at night and usually 
close to bedtime. We were just kids but we would gather round my 
mother’s leg, or my brother’s leg and beg them for something that 
would shiver you to the bone. My brother was the oldest of all 7 kids 
and he had been places and seen and done things, so we all knew 
everything he said was true -  


