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Kings of Lies is the name of the band featuring Francis Kuipers, a Dutch / 
English artist, musician and composer, as well as writer and poet. During his many 
travels, he collected and studied ethnic and experimental music. This resulted in a 
still ongoing interest and research into sound and music. He created a unique and 
comprehensive archive of sounds. At this time, Francis mainly lives and works in Italy 
and the Netherlands.  

It is worth mentioning that the music of Kings of Lies is a hybrid of various music 
styles. The background of the band members, Francis Kuipers - voice, guitar, Franc 
auf dem Brinke - drums and Sam Tjioe - bass, is very different. The main influence is, 
of course, that of Francis Kuipers, author of the songs and lyrics. He comes from a 
tradition of folk and blues. Franc auf dem Brinke not only has a jazz background but 
is as well influenced by Cuban and Brazilian music. Sam Tjioe played in rock and 
punk bands and is also responsible for the production of the album.  

Perhaps even more important than the music, and certainly just as important, are 
the lyrics. These are primarily poetic; this can be traced back to Francis performing in 
duo with Beat Generation poet Gregory Corso for a number of years until Corso's 
death.  

Kings of Lies can hardly be described as performing love songs. In other times, 
a few of the numbers might have been labeled protest songs. According to their 
author they are ironic stories that challenge the prevailing morality of our times, 
characterized by intolerance, economic opportunism and the return of religion. It is 
clear that the main issue of the songs, indicated by the name of the band, is the lie.  

A short biography of the members of the band  

Movie credits received by Francis Kuipers include music studio director, 
screenplay and concept, for Anima Mundi, Evidence and Naqoyqatsi, by director 
Godfrey Reggio (Koyanisqatsi: life out of balance) and composer Philip Glass. He 
composed the music for the American filmmaker Abel Ferrara’s movies: Mary, Napoli 
Napoli, Go Go Tales (with Grace Jones), and 4:44 The Last Day on Earth.  

From 1992 to 1996 he was head of 'the Music & Sound Department’ at Fabrica 
(Treviso, Italy), an academy for "Multimedia Communications " founded by Luciano 
Benetton and Oliviero Toscani. His Benetton international radio spots won the 
European Grand Prix for best radio advertising in 1995- 96.  

Amongst others, he created series of radio programs for the New Zealand 
Broadcasting Corporation and for the Italian RAI networks.  

His music has been released by the labels: Vedette, Red Records, Durium, Fonit-
Cetra, Fabbri Editori, Folk Studio Records, Gypsy Records and Milan Records. 
Besides lyrics, Francis also writes prose and it is expected that his novel Disaster 
Blues will be published this year. For more information regarding Francis Kuipers 
see: www.franciskuipers.com 



Franc auf dem Brinke graduated - Performing Musician (UM) Percussion Light 
Music - at the Rotterdam Conservatory and completed post-graduate studies in New 
York at the Manhattan School of Music and Drummers Collective.  

Amongst others, he performed inter alia with Benjamin Herman, Rick Margitza, 

Deborah J. Carter, Charles Boehlee, Toon Roos, Chris Hinze, Edwin Rutten, Paul 

van Vliet and Louis van Dijk. For more about Franc auf dem Brinke see: 

www.talkdrums.nl 

Sam Tjioe has worked as a photographer, a creator of television programs, as 
well as a theater and film director.  

As a bass player he performed in a variety of bands with many musicians on the 

Dutch rock and punk scene. With Wally van Middendorp, he founded the Plurex 

recordlabel where he was active as a music producer. In recent years, next to his 

musical career he has mainly been busy writing, creating screenplays on commission 

and a biography of  Peter Fonkert in the Dutch Indies.   

 

 


