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GospelbeacH is Tom Sanford (drums), Brent Rademaker (vocals, guitar), Jason Soda (vocals, 

guitar), Neal Casal (vocals, guitar), and Kip Boardman (vocals, bass), with guest appearance 

by Nelson Bragg (vocal harmonies). 

The five members of GospelbeacH possess a prestigious collective resume that includes 

membership in Beachwood Sparks, Further, The Tyde, the Chris Robinson Brotherhood, 

Ryan Adams and the Cardinals, and Everest. But one listen to the quintet’s warmly wonderful 

debut album Pacific Surf Line will instantly dispel any preconceptions about supergroup self-

indulgence or side-project slumming. 

Reviews: GospelbeacH is a new band formed by Brent Rademaker of Beachwood Sparks and former 

Sparks drummer, Tom Sanford. The band includes Neal Casal (of Ryan Adams & The Cardinals) and 

Jason Soda on vocals and guitars, Kip Boardman (vocals, bass), with a guest appearance by Nelson 

Bragg (vocal harmonies). 

Beachwood Sparks debuted in 2000, with a collection of songs on Sub Pop Records that couched the 

band in 1960s’ Laurel Canyon country-rock of The Byrds, and the cosmic country of Gram Parsons 

and the Flying Burrito Brothers. With Rademaker at the helm of this new band, GospelbeacH continue 

to draw connections between the country-rock and pop on their debut album, Pacific Surf Line. – 

WXPN 

 

As the aural waves break and the tide recedes we’re rewarded with songs celebrating California’s 

frontier spirit and the cornucopia of friends and adventures that come with a life largely spent on the 

road. Over the span of 40 minutes, one sun kissed cut after another radiate brightly as the band barrels 

down the rocky coastline into the ethers of steam, salt, fog and grass. – AQUARIUM DRUNKARD 

 

Pacific Surf Line has the feel of guys playing the music they want to play and having a blast doing it. 

Between the band members’ musical history, their band name and the album’s title and cover art, you 

kinda get the idea: this release is a whole lotta fun 70’s California FM rock with healthy dollops of 

folk, country and psychedelic. A perfect dose of musical sunshine for these dark days of winter. – 

Aaron “Neddy” Stein / JAMBASE 

The lineage of kaleidoscopic California folk-rock could hardly have meandered into better hands 

thanthose of GospelbeacH…. – BUZZBANDS LA

 

A musical homage to those who came before them, namely another of LA’s adopted sons, 

GramParsons, but also a cosmic American nod to other beacons of decades past, like the "Pacific Surf 

Line," which is the name of the album and of an old railroad route that traveled the California coast. 

Needless to say, this album is sunny and breezy and many other adjectives you could associate with 

SoCal, but it’s also surprisingly sparse at times, letting the vibes flow through individual leads. – 

Shirley Halperin / 89.3 KPCC 

 

http://thekey.xpn.org/2015/07/08/gospelbeach/

