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Bayou-Degradable is the definitive collection of tracks from The Balham Alligators, legendary London 80′s/90′s 

live circuit band that mixed Rock ‘n’ Roll, Cajun, Country and Rhythm ‘n’ Blues. 

Back in 1983, only those with an accurately tuned crystal ball could have forecast all out war against the Unions, 

the Miner’s Strikes, the mass privatisations of state assets and public utilities, and the ‘Loads of Money’ culture 

of haves and have-nots. But that was all still to come. 

At the grass roots level, Cajun was becoming a staple in London’s live music venues. If it now seems odd that 

traditional Folk music played by descendants of French Canadian settlers in the bayous of Louisiana would 

became so popular in London’s pubs and clubs, at the time it wasn’t anything unusual. The musical tastes of gig-

goers in 1980’s London were wide and varied, encompassing Blues, Reggae, Ska, Swing, Hot Club Jazz, Salsa, 

Rockabilly, Psychobilly, and plenty more. 

The Alligators came together in a north London pub called the Hare & Hounds at 181 Upper Street, Islington. 

Victorian built, with a small music hall at the rear, it was later to be transformed into a trendy Islington hang-out 

and renamed the Medicine Bar. Then the Albert & Pearl, more recently the House of Wolf. The small music 

room that used to host Pub Rock has been made over as ‘The Music Hall’. Much of the rough charm of the old 

Hare & Hounds days, when the landlord used to wear buffalo horns as he pulled pints, has been smoothed over, 

replaced by a trendy faux Victoriana. Even so, if you sip your Guinness quietly and close your eyes, they do say 

that you can still hear ghosts playing a Cajun two-step behind the dark wood paneling. 

 

The founding members of the Alligators were Geraint Watkins (piano, accordion and vocals), Robin McKidd 

(fiddle and vocals), Gary Rickard (guitar and vocals), Arthur Kitchener (bass and vocals) and Kieran O’Connor 

(drums). 

During their time together, the Alligators made some truly wonderful records and played some great gigs. They 

backed Odetta and others in a tribute show to Woody Guthrie, they performed at Ralph McTell’s 50th Birthday 

Party, Anti-Racism concerts for the Greater London Council, and at the Hammersmith Palais with Nick Lowe 

and the Beat Farmers. They were on top form at Glastonbury, as well the other influential music festivals, 

including Cambridge Folk, Cropredy and Denmark’s Tønder. 

Aside from dominating the London pub scene, the Alligators played all over the UK, toured Europe, especially 

France and Scandinavia, and generally went down a storm. One thing is for sure, we’ll never see their like again.  

Tracks are collated from the albums, ‘The Balham Alligators,’ ‘Live At The Half Moon,’ ‘Life In The Bus Lane’ 

and ‘Gateway To The South.’ With the exception of tracks from ‘Gateway To The South,’ this is the first time 

ever that these recordings have been made available on CD.  


