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Forget the spring-cleaning metaphors. Though Jon Dee Graham chose Garage Sale as the title of his new 

album, the 11 songs it contains are anything but cast-offs. It’s just that, unlike the tracks on his seven previous solo 

releases, they weren’t carefully written in advance, clustered around a theme, then recorded at breakneck speed. 

 In fact, Graham confesses, this time around, he initially had no idea he was creating an album at all. He was 

simply using a generous gift: one day a month of studio time to spend as he pleased. He’d show up with a skeleton 

of an idea — or no concept at all — and he’d just experiment. Before he knew it, he had several release-worthy 

tracks.  

 

“Six months in, we started looking at each other and no one wanted to say it, but we all realized, ‘Yeah, we’re 

making a record,’” Graham recalls. “But we didn’t change the process. It was beautiful. Recording without having 

the clock breathing down my neck was delicious.” 

 Though Graham regards these songs as “little orphans that all got together under their own power,” there’s no 

question they’re his — and they’re every bit as compelling as anything this Americana troubadour and former 

Skunk/True Believer/L.A. sideman (and law-school dropout) has done before. 

Named Austin Musician of the Year at the 2006 Austin Music Awards, Graham is a three-time inductee into the 

Austin Music Awards Hall of Fame for his solo, Skunks and True Believers work. He also was the subject of a 2006 

documentary titled Swept Away. His last solo album, It’s Not As Bad As It Looks, was named for his optimistic 

utterance to first-responders after his accident.   

 But Graham’s always been a glass-half-full kind of guy. And recording this album, on which he played most of the 

instruments himself, may have made him even more so. 

 “One of the things I learned was to trust my instincts and my process more than I ever have,” Graham says. “It 

made me a lot more open . . . and I think it sounds like that, too. The scope of it, the breadth of it, is a lot wider 

than anything I’ve ever done.” 

 Come to think of it, this album is the embodiment of a garage sale: You show up with no expectations, but with 

enough digging, you unearth amazing treasures. 

Tracks 

1. Unafraid 

2. Yes Yes 

3. The Orphan's Song 

4. O Dearest One (Revisited) 

5. Bobby Dunbar 

6. Just Like That 

7. Codeine/Codine 

8. #19 

9. Collapse 

10. Where Were Yr Friends? 

11. Radio Uxtmal (Venceremos) 
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