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Born into an illustrious family of musicians and storytellers, in the heady days of pre-independence 
Guinea, Sory Kandia Kouyaté moved from the royal court of a local ruler to the urbane company of 
revolutionary artists and future politicians until in 1958, the year of Guinea's independence, his 
powerful, sonorous voice was at its peak. 
 
The President and his government understood the value of this and Sory Kandia, in turn, 
understood and embraced the revolution. He became the musical ambassador for his newly 
independent nation and as the 'Voice of the Revolution' represented Guinea at the United Nations, 
throughout Africa and behind the Iron Curtain. 
 
Some might say that he was the right man in the right place at the right time, and there's surely an 
element of luck in every successful artist's career. But it only works if you have what it takes, and 
Sory Kandia undeniably had what it took. With a voice that could cut hair at a hundred paces, he 
bridges the gap between the pre-recording era of singers we can only know about in stories, and 
those such as Salif Keita and Mory Kanté who live in our digital files of today.  
 
On this authoritative 2CD set we chart both sides of his music, the contemporary and the traditional, 
to explain why today, almost four decades after his death, he is still the ultimate point of reference 
for all West African griots. 

 
 

 A key artist recorded at a unique period of history who bridges the gap 
between singers we can only know about in stories, and those of today 
such as Mory Kanté and Salif Keita      

 
 Sensitively sequenced to show all sides of his recorded work and give a 

complete picture of this most influential performer 
 
 With full-colour, 40-page booklet including rare, intimate photos never 

before seen outside his immediate circle 
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artist: Sory Kandia Kouyaté 

title: La Voix de la Révolution 
cat.no: STCD3060-61 
 
tracklist: 
 
CD1: with Ensemble National "Djoliba" & Keletigui et ses Tambourinis 
 

1. N'na 
2. Tara 
3. Mikossaya 
4. Djoliba 
5. Conakry 
6. Fouaba 
7. Minawa 
8. Souaressi 
9. P.D.G. - O.E.R.S. 
10. Hellaya 
11. Touyendé 
12. Namatimbaye 
13. Tinkisso 
14. Sakhodougou 

CD1 time: 1hr 18mins 
 

CD2: et son Trio de Musique Traditionelle Africaine 
 

1. Douga 
2. Kedo 
3. Massane Cissé 
4. Toubaka 
5. Siiba 
6. Kemé Bourema 
7. Nina 
8. Malisadio 
9. Toutou Diarra 

CD2 time: 1hr 18mins 
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