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"The core of The Nightwatchman is dark matter," says Tom Morello. "But at the heart of every struggle, there's 

hope. So this is an album of rousing hopelessness—it's part Johnny Cash and part Che Guevara, part beacon light 

and part arson fire." 

For his third full length album as The Nightwatchman (and the fourteenth album of his illustrious career), guitar 

superhero Morello switched up his style. Since 2007, he has used the moniker for his alter ego as a solo folk 

balladeer, delivering uncompromising protest songs in the tradition of Woody Guthrie and the young Bob Dylan. 

That identity was recently heard on Morello’s Union Town EP, eight songs benefiting the America Votes Labor 

Unity Fund, recorded in response to the anti-union bill put forward by Wisconsin Governor Scott Walker. But on 

World Wide Rebel Songs, he has assumed the role of frontman for a band, The Freedom Fighter Orchestra, and 

picked up his electric guitar to convey his messages of resistance. 

"The genesis for the idea came when I played 'The Ghost of Tom Joad' on stage with Bruce Springsteen," 

Morello says. "That was the first time I had ever sung with an electric guitar in my hand, and I saw that it could 

be done effectively." On the 2008 Nightwatchman tour, which followed the release of The Fabled City album, he 

took out the musicians who now appear on World Wide Rebel Songs (Dave Gibbs on bass, Carl Restivo on guitar 

and piano, Chris Joyner on keyboard, and Eric Gardner on drums). Over the course of those shows, he says, "I 

became comfortable melding my worlds as an electric guitarist and a folk troubadour." 

Tom Morello knows a few things about being in bands: As a member of Rage Against The Machine and 

Audioslave, as well as half of the hip-hop agit-prop duo Street Sweeper Social Club, he has won Grammy 

awards and been part of 30 million albums sold worldwide. But when he went into his home studio in the fall of 

2010 to begin work on this project, he didn't have a pre-determined sound in his mind—the musicians expanded 

his palette, but he wasn't certain where things would go. "I wanted the songs to lead me," he says. "Some wanted 

to be spooky and atmospheric, some called for more house-rocking arrangements." 

Yet in the transformation from one-man acoustic performer to a full-bore, full-band experience, Morello 

maintains that the foundation of The Nightwatchman remains intact. "What this record has in common with the 

previous work," he says, "is that its core is about exploring the possibility of finding personal redemption 

through fighting for justice." 

What is different this time out is that, as the "World Wide" part of the title indicates, his scope and hisintentions 

have broadened. "The settings are Tijuana, Kenya, Iraq and Afghanistan, U.S. textile mills," he says. "All but a 

couple of the songs are autobiographical in nature specifically speaking as The Nightwatchman, addressing the 

experience of making this music and what it means to me." 

The title track was the first song written for the album, and provided a compass for the work that followed. At an 

instrument convention in Los Angeles, Morello—a 2006 recipient of the Eleanor Roosevelt Human Rights 

Award—was approached by a group of striking Korean guitar makers, and agreed to host a benefit show for their 

strike fund. The day before the concert, Haiti was devastated by an earthquake, and the workers voted that all 

proceeds from the show would be sent to help the relief efforts. 

"I wrote this song specifically for that show, and tried to capture that spirit of international solidarity," he says. 

"That situation showed a little bit of the world I’d like to live in." 

Even more personal is "Facing Mount Kenya," an ominous meditation on the Mau-Mau uprising; Morello, who 

graduated from Harvard University with honors as a Political Science major, is the grand-nephew of Jomo 

Kenyatta, who was the first President of Kenya. "It was time to go home in a way, to open the door to both my 

relationship with my Kenyan heritage and the inspiration and confusion I’ve drawn from it throughout my life," 

he says. "I was looking at the heroic characters in my family and how that informed my life as a suburban 

teenager." 



Other songs were created from other sorts of inspiration. The opener and first single, ―Black Spartacus Heart 

Attack Machine,‖ is about Morello’s new acoustic guitar. (―I look at my guitars not as tools that do slave work,‖ 

says the man who was named one of the ―100 Greatest Guitar Players of All Time‖ by Rolling Stone, ―but as 

colleagues that go to battle with me, comrades on the barricades.‖) ―It Begins Tonight‖ was written expressly to 

be an opening for The Nightwatchman’s live show—―a huge riff and anthemic lyric to capture what I’m about 

and set things off‖—while ―Save the Hammer for the Man‖ began as a conversation with Ben Harper during a 

date on the all-star benefit Justice Tour and developed into a duet. ―Ben and I are like the half-black, punk rock 

Everly Brothers,‖ Morello says with a laugh. 

Along with the release of World Wide Rebel Songs, Morello recently announced that he has written agraphic 

novel titled Orchid, which will be released over the course of twelve issues by Dark Horse Comics, beginning in 

October. Once an avid comics collector, Morello has also written a score for the series, with a free song available 

with each issue. The title character, says Morello, is a 16-year-old street prostitute in a dystopian future—―part 

Suicide Girl, part Joan of Arc, who becomes the Spartacus of Whores in a story that merges the epic scope of 

Lord of the Rings with the politics of street terrorism.‖ 

Morello will be touring the world in support of the new album, both accompanied by The Freedom Fighter 

Orchestra and playing solo. ―I still love the intimacy of the solo performances, so I want to keep both irons in the 

fire,‖ he says. 

In an era of chaos and turmoil around the globe, the voice of The Nighwatchman is needed now more than ever. 

With so many artists all too willing to abdicate any position of protest and challenge, Tom Morello, and the 

international concerns of his World Wide Rebel Songs, offer essential tools for the social justice struggles of 

today. 

―The world is in flux,‖ he says. ―People are standing up and fighting for their rights around the globe. It’s an 

important juncture we’re at—is anyone going to stand up? The Nightwatchman will stand up, and this is the 

soundtrack for that struggle.‖ 

Discography: 

2011 – Tom Morello: The Nightwatchman World Wide Rebel Songs 

2011 – Tom Morello: The Nightwatchman Union Town 

2010 – Street Sweeper Social Club The Ghetto Blaster EP 

2009 – Street Sweeper Social Club Street Sweeper Social Club 

2008 – Tom Morello: The Nightwatchman The Fabled City 

2007 – Tom Morello: The Nightwatchman One Man Revolution 

2006 – Audioslave Revelations 

2005 – Audioslave Out Of Exile 

2002 – Audioslave Audioslave 

2000 – Rage Against the Machine Renegades 

1999 – Rage Against the Machine Battle of Los Angeles 

1996 – Rage Against the Machine Evil Empire 

1992 – Rage Against the Machine Rage Against the Machine 

1989 – Lock Up Something Bitchin’ This Way Comes  
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