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Stephen Simmons is one of today’s most interesting Americana musicians from Tennessee – 

and he’s new on Blue Rose. With a powerful poetic streak and a wonderfully warm baritone 

voice, he has been releasing his musical stories, musings and observations for over decade 

with growing success. He has been to Europe a few times and has acquired something close to 

cult status especially in the Netherlands where he has appeared on festival and club stages. 

After a series of strong albums between folk and country, The Big Show is nothing less than 

Simmons’s masterpiece (so far) and his entry into the Blue Rose world of exquisite 

songwriters like Greg Trooper, Owen Temple, Tim Easton, Chris Brecht, Markus Rill, Jeff 

Black and many more! 

The Big Show is a concept album about a clown’s life on the road with his circus. It deals 

with the search for love, the meaning of life, the dream of recognition and the ambivalence of 

yearning to roam and longing for home – all the big themes of small town life between the 

laughter of the audience and the lonely night blues. Thus, The Big Show refers not only to the 

short time beneath the spot lights but serves as a metaphor for life itself. 

The Big Show is over 73 minutes long with 20 songs, most of them oscillating in the 

Americana world between folk, alt. country and country rock – some of them are short 

interludes and connecting statements. There are also some solo numbers presented solo – 

much like on his 2006 album Drink Ring Jesus - with acoustic guitar, a dylanish-sounding 

harmonica, and his always pleasing voice. Most of the time, though, the likable Tennessee 

troubadour is accompanied by well-known, top-professional studio musicians in a state-of-

the-art analog production 

Stephen Simmons is a very expressive musician with a very unique sound and high 

recognizability – and yet hearing songs like 'Parchcorn Falls', 'Spark', 'Just What I Got' and 'I 

Am Not' will make the listener think of Steve Earle, Robert Earl Keen and Bruce Springsteen 

while 'I'm Late', 'Empty Belly Blues No.32' and 'Heart Trouble' are reminiscent of  John Prine 

and Townes Van Zandt. 

You have never heard Stephen Simmons freed of commercial constrictions and musical 

corsets like this. The Big Show reveals him to be a great artist with a bright future ahead.  
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