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swampy blues, raw Americana & unfiltered folk
____________________________________

Red House Records is pleased to announce the August 30, 
2011 release of Bad Man's Blood, the highly anticipated new release 
from award-winning songwriter Ray Bonneville. One of Americana’s 

most masterful players and songwriters, Ray is a veteran musician just now getting his due. With the release of this tour de 
force, Ray confirms that “His time has definitely come” (Real Blues Magazine).

From the haunting opening bars of the title track to the playful closing song, Ray takes us on a journey through life’s 
darkest and sunniest moments, delving deep into the lives of this world’s drifters, losers, lovers and criminals. Following in 
the tradition of the great American writers of the south and his favorite authors Cormac McCarthy and Flannery 
O’Connor, Ray draws inspiration from the places he has been, creating short stories that evoke true-to-life characters 
stumbling their way through a rough and tumble world of violence, hope and despair.

“They’re songs about life,” Ray says. “People love each other, leave each other, come back together again, get hopelessly 
lost...hell, on some days they take each other’s lives.” 

Not putting a pretty veneer on it, Ray recorded these songs straight and unfiltered. He recorded all the basic tracks by 
himself, playing guitar, harmonica, foot percussion and singing, surrounded by six or seven microphones and four guitar 
amps. Mixing high quality with "dirty" mics, he and co-producer Justin Douglas captured Ray’s raw energy and 
intoxicating groove, recording nine new songs and new versions of two older ones.

“Some songs just will not leave you alone after they are recorded,” Ray says. “The guitar groove and words keep evolving 
over time. Two such songs, previously only released in Canada, kept on whispering to me.” So going back to his first 
album, Ray re-recorded the sweet up-tempo tune “Good Times” as well as his 1997 song “Blonde of Mine,” which has 
French and English lyrics intertwining. “I love to mix the two languages together,” he says. “It brings me back home.”

Ray grew up in French Canada but moved to the United States when he was young, speaking both languages and moving 
all over, from Alaska to Louisiana. The New Orleans influence runs deep in Ray’s playing, and his swampy blues style can 
be heard in his cover of  “Mississippi,” which was written by the late Chicago musician Mike Jordan (Wet Dog Band, 
Famous Potatoes, Mike Jordan & the Rockamatics). Released as a digital single in June, it is a timely song about the 
flooding of the Mississippi River and fits in perfectly with Ray’s new originals, showing his remarkable ability to bridge 
blues, folk and Americana to create his own unique sound. The dark, edgy guitar on “Mississippi” carries a punch after the 
melancholy banjo sounds (played by Gurf Morlix) on “River John” and the funky horns on “Sugar and Riley.”

A perfect example of Ray's “beautiful stripped-down sound” (Montreal Gazette), Bad Man's Blood is an impressive follow-
up to his latest Red House release Goin' By Feel, which was named one of the best CD's of 2008 by DownBeat Magazine. 
It solidifies his place as an innovative songwriter who plays to his own funky beat.

On tour now, Ray is playing concerts across North America and Europe in support of the new album. For his full schedule, 
please visit www.raybonneville.com or www.redhouserecords.com. 
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BIOGRAPHY

Ray Bonneville is a Canadian born, Austin based 
singer, songwriter, guitarist and harmonica player, 
who is known for his "loose, darkly funky 
vibe" (All Music Guide).  

His Red House release Goin' By Feel was named 
one of the best CD's of 2008 by DownBeat 
Magazine and featured the Americana hit "I Am 
the Big Easy," which was #1 most played song on 
folk radio that year and won the Folk Alliance 
Award for Song of the Year. The tune was a 
powerful tribute to the resilience of New Orleans, 
where Ray lived for half a decade and picked up his 
funky fingerpicking guitar style. Noted for having 
one of "the sexiest guitar styles around" (Acoustic 
Guitar), Ray is a unique player and has performed 
with such blues luminaries as B.B. King, Muddy 
Waters, and Robert Cray. He has quickly become 
a fixture in the Americana scene since moving to 
Texas, becoming one of the go-to session players 
for artists like Ray Wylie Hubbard, Mary 
Gauthier and Eliza Gilkyson. 

Following the success of his digital single “Mississippi” (about the flooding of the Mississippi River), Ray 
releases his new full-length album Bad Man’s Blood. Like this summer’s single, the new songs have a down 
and dirty quality, capturing the hardships of every day life. Born in French Canada and raised in the United 
States, he writes from his experience as an immigrant, Vietnam War vet, taxi driver and bush pilot, drawing 
inspiration from the many places he has called home—Montreal, New Orleans, Colorado, Arkansas, Alaska, 
Boston, Seattle and Paris, France.

Honing his songwriting craft for the last 35 years, Ray’s gritty storytelling and deep-grooving blues style has 
won him much critical attention.  In 1999, Ray won the prestigious Juno Award (Canadian Grammy) for his 
third album Gust of Wind.  His fourth release, Rough Luck, was also nominated for the coveted award. With his 
2004 Red House debut Roll It Down, Ray made a name for himself in the US, garnering rave reviews from 
DownBeat and No Depression.  Since then, his star has been on the rise, with his award-winning release Goin’ 
By Feel, his folk-charting cover of Bob Dylan’s song “It Takes a Lot to Laugh, It Takes a Train to 
Cry” (featured on A Nod to Bob 2: An Artists Tribute to Bob Dylan on His 70th Birthday) and now, with his 
new album Bad Man’s Blood. 

A world-class guitarist, harmonica player and hard-hitting 
songwriter, it is no wonder that Ray has received rave reviews 
from blues, jazz and roots critics alike and can count among his 
fans such artists as Chris Smither, Tim O’Brien and Ray 
Wylie Hubbard. 

A favorite at festivals and clubs, Ray is currently touring in 
support of his new album, playing shows across North America 
and Europe. For more information about Ray Bonneville and 
his new album, please visit his website at 
www.raybonneville.com. 
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QUOTES

“a master of the slow burn, the gentle funk, the infectious rhythm.”   
        — The Ottawa Citizen

“moods and feelings that go beyond the bare facts of his tales...funny and quirky one minute, and cerebral and 
reflective the next.”

 — PopMatters

“Bonneville is a top-flight troubadour”   
        — San Antonio Express-News

“a deceptively simple soundtrack for life augmented by seductive guitar lines that weave through each 
composition...it’s a hot summer drive down a familiar road with the windows down.” 
 
        — Exclaim!

“His albums just get better and better.” 
 — Maple Blues

“The appealing gumbo of his weathered voice, percussive guitar playing, amplified footboard and hook-rich 
songs (all originals) results in a rootsy folk-blues sound that tugs at the ear with its grainy groove and less-is-
more production.”      
        — Sing Out!

“Like Gunpowder and Opium . . .”   
        — Ray Wylie Hubbard

“Bonneville is a true diamond with many facets within his arsenal….a master of cut & paste; a 21st century  
musical alchemist!” 

 — Blues Matters (UK)

“well-written, bluesy Americana...pure gritty funk.”
        — Goldmine

“Not prone to cliche or sentimentality, the well-traveled singer-guitarist-harmonica player stands behind the 
hardscrabble folks dwelling in those tuneful songs, giving voice to their yearning.”  ****
        — DownBeat

“Few can ride a groove like Canada-born, U.S.-raised Ray Bonneville.”
        

 — No Depression

“A potent blues cocktail”        
        — Folk Roots

“A guitar style of exacting persuasive nuances, gut felt harmonica lines and a voice soaked in whiskey and road 
weary sentiment.”    
        — Planet Jazz

“raw, gutsy music”
 — New Times
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2011 TOUR DATES

August 4 - Cactus Cafe (Austin, TX)

August 18 - Aunt Annie’s Quilt Shop (Avon, MN)

August 19 - Landmark Center - F.K. Weyerhaeuser Auditorium (St. Paul, MN)

August 26 - Porcupine Mountain Music Festival (Silver City, MI)

September 2 - Crossings at Carnegie (Zumbrota, MN)

September 17 - Martin Hotel (Winnemucca, NV)

September 18 - Mill Pond Festival (Bishop, CA)

September 24 - Concerts at the Bodie House (Agoura Hills, CA)

September 25 - Dark Thirty Concerts (San Diego, CA)

October 5 - The Metro Gallery (Baltimore, MD)

October 6 - Calliope: The Pittsburgh Folk Music Society (Pittsburgh, PA)

October 7 - Hollywood Gardens (Rochester, PA)

October 19 - Union Hall (Brooklyn, NY)

October 20 - Stage on Herr (Harrisburg, PA)

October 21 - Clementine Cafe (Harrisonburg, VA)

October 22 - The Night Cat (Easton, MD)

November/December - Tours in Australia & Europe

For the most current tour information, please visit www.raybonneville.com or www.redhouserecords.com. 
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