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 Do yourself a favor. Search Wild Moccasins on Youtube or Flickr or any similar 

website. You will find a youthful quintet from Houston, Texas, America's 4th largest city, 

utterly overjoyed by performing. You will then notice the fans, exuberant Millenials 

smiling ear-to-ear, absolutely euphoric at what they see onstage. In an era in which the 

blogosphere often selects the next big thing out of thin air, Wild Moccasins bolsters its 

name old-fashioned way: playing live. Persistence and hard work have helped the band 

build a feverish local base in its hometown one individual at a time. Now, Houstonians 

are hard pressed to squeeze into one of Wild Moccasins‟ regularly sold-out, enthusiastic 

live performances. 

 

 That hard work has earned the band more than just a guaranteed packed house. 

This May, the band signed to Los Angeles‟ New West Records.  

The label will re-release the band‟s debut album, Skin Collision Past, now remastered. 

 

The charming full length features nine songs of pop bliss, highlighted by the female/male 

vocal pairings of Zahira Gutierrez and Cody Swann. As a bonus, the album will include 

the original EP, Microscopic Metronomes. In 2009, it won “Best EP” in the Houston 

Press Music Awards.   

   

 Wild Moccasins formed under romantic circumstances. Gutierrez and Swann 

started dating in 2005 after meeting through mutual friends. Two years later, Swann says 

he started writing folk songs. Eventually, the two began working together, a transition 

Swann mentions was easy. Soon after they were recording. Bassist Nicholas Cody and 

guitarist Andrew Lee joined in September of 2007 through recommendations within the 

Houston music community. Current drummer John Baldwin brought his skills later. 

  

 Why the name Wild Moccasins? Swann boldly admits that, “there is no 

significant meaning behind the name. Zahira and I just liked how the two words sounded 

together.” 

 

 For the boyish front man, Wild Moccasins marks his only experience playing in a 

band. His musical background is limited to childhood piano lessons. Though she has been 

involved in music or dance since the young age of five, Gutierrez has also never been in a 

band. On the other hand, Nicholas Cody started playing in punk and rock acts when he 

was fourteen.  Lee has played guitar since the age of ten. Prior to joining Wild 

Moccasins, he performed in both ska and hardcore groups around Houston. Similarly, 

drummer John Baldwin has been in punk bands since he was thirteen.  

 

 This extended involvement in the Houston music community helped strengthen 

the band‟s relationship with other groups in the area. While many herald Wild Moccasins 

as one of the leaders in the independent scene, Swann humbly asserts that he‟s “not sure 

what [Wild Moccasins] role is in the mix of things,” but that “having such a tight-knit 

group of bands really creates a sense of camaraderie.”  



 

 “The closeness between peers,” he adds, “Is a really great support system and has 

only pushed us to work harder.”  

 

 New West President and Houston resident, George Fontaine, Sr., lauds Wild 

Moccasins when asked about the group‟s role within the music community. He exclaims 

that the band is “a facilitator of great local shows,” and that the members “are loyal 

supporters of many local bands.” 

 

 Fontaine, Sr. found out about Wild Moccasins at Cactus Records, Houston‟s local 

independent music store. After seeing a live show at Rudyard‟s, a local dive, he began a 

dialogue with the band, which he says, “eventually led to New West signing Wild 

Moccasins.” 

  

Around this period, Swann and Baldwin started working at Cactus. The former 

admits that the time at the store serves as a valuable resource.  

 

“I think both John and I working at Cactus and the band having a strong 

relationship with the staff has helped us in many ways. The owners, managers, and staff 

collectively have countless years of experience in the music industry as well as the 

Houston music community. Everyone has always been more than gracious with offering 

advice and giving us an outlet for any questions or concerns we might have in being a 

young band.” 

 

The multi-cultural atmosphere of Houston has also impacted Wild Moccasins, 

perhaps even more than the members‟ varying personal cultural backgrounds.  

 

“The culture of Houston itself might have taken a bigger effect on us,” Swann 

states. “All of us were born in Houston and we are definitely the product of the overall 

melting pot of musical styles that take place here.” 

 

Swann reveals that the band also finds musical inspiration in acts ranging from 

the Smiths to Blondie to Echo & the Bunnymen. With a spin of Skin Collision Past, one 

can hear the influence of those iconic performers. A listener will also notice elements of 

the lush “Wall of Sound” production made famous by Phil Spector on songs like “Cake,” 

“Psychic China,” and “Calendar.”   

 

 Wild Moccasins recorded the album over a period of six months at Sugar Hill 

Studios in Houston alongside engineer John Griffin. It‟s a fascinating full-length, 

especially for a band so young. 

 

“We made a conscious effort to spend more time on this record than we did with 

the EP.” Adding that, “A different direction and the time frame gave us more 

opportunities to take „chances‟.” 

 

The band took a separate route with Microscopic Metronomes, the six song EP 



Wild Moccasins released in 2009. 

 

“The EP was recorded with a different approach than the album,” Swann 

remembers. “We recorded and mixed it over 4-5 days straight at Dead City Sound with 

our engineer Chris Ryan. The result is a more live sounding recording I believe.” 

 

Microscopic Metronomes indicates a young bad that absolutely enjoys making 

music.  Furthermore, these songs signal Wild Moccasins‟ penchant for the elements, like 

“Wall of Sound” production, that they further utilize on Skin Collision Past. Numbers 

such as the dynamic opener, “My Favorites Die,” and “Mailman” leave little doubt as to 

why the local press heaped praise upon this six-song collection.  

 

 Clearly Wild Moccasins brim with promise. Regardless, the current state of music 

industry should intimidate a fledgling act. Swann seems fearless. 

  

“We try not to think about it too much. We keep our thoughts mainly on the idea 

of trying to balance touring and writing. That is more than enough to keep us occupied.”  

 

This spring, Swann and his mates will get a lion‟s share of touring experience, as 

the band heads to Europe for thirty-five shows over forty dates—a relentless schedule for 

an act of any size.  Odds are the members of Wild Moccasins will bring the same 

persistent attitude that has won them acclaim stateside.  

 

 Win the fans over one after another. 
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