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Among those who value originality, inspiration, eccentricity, and character - as well as talent that 
hovers somewhere on the outskirts of genius, the story of PAUL THORN is already familiar. Now, 
Thorn reveals another layer of his fascinating history on the album Pimps And Preachers, addressing 
that subject on the title cut and in the intriguing "family portrait" he painted for the cover, which 
highlights his daddy the preacher and his uncle the pimp. 
 
Born in Tupelo, Mississippi and raised among the same spirits (and some of the actual people) who 
nurtured a young Elvis generations before, Thorn has rambled down back roads and jumped out of 
airplanes, worked for years in a furniture factory, battled four-time world champion boxer Roberto 
Durán on national television, signed with and been dropped by a major label, opened for Bonnie 
Raitt, Mark Knopfler, and John Prine among many other headliners, and made some of the most 
emotionally restless yet fully accessible music of our time. 
  
Pimps & Preachers addresses this lingering riddle. On Thorn's ninth album, the answer begins in the 
title and the cover image, painted by Thorn with the same power, paradoxes, rough edges and 
passions that animate his writing and performance. Specifically, it takes us to a central theme of 
Thorn's youth: the pull of polar opposites - one representing the severe ecstasies of fundamental 
faith and the other, the pleasures stigmatized and yet glamorized by the church. 
 
Similar ambiguities fuel the work of other artists to whom Thorn can be compared, from Tom Waits 
and Lucinda Williams all the way back to Robert Johnson and Hank Williams. What stands Thorn 
apart from this august company is how personally this dichotomy guided his formative years. In his 
seminal albums, particularly his landmark Mission Temple Fireworks Stand, his upbringing as the son 
of a Church of God pentecostal minister became a matter of record. What hasn't been clear, though, 
is the parallel impact of his father's brother, who showed up suddenly from California when Thorn 
was 12 years old. “He was a pimp back in the day,” Thorn says. “I had never met him before, so when 
he came back to Mississippi he had all this street wisdom and I started hanging around him as well as 
my father. My father was my mentor, but I learned a lot from my uncle too. Everything I've 
accomplished has been influenced by the time I spent around these two men.” 
 
Thorn remains close to his father and his uncle today, closer than ever since his uncle has long 
abandoned his former livelihood. Yet the qualities that so strongly affected Thorn endure in the lyric 
to the title track, which honors them both; one for teaching him to love, and the other for teaching 
him to fight. For all the moral questions raised by the choices each man made, Thorn came to accept 
what they represented as essential and complementary. His embrace of opposites leads to a unity of 
spirit in Thorn's music, which is brought fully to life by his gift as a narrative writer. 
 
Pimps And Preachers is available on CD and on a limited deluxe CD+DVD set (DVD contains a full 
live show in Birmingham, Alabama in 2005). 
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