
I Can Lick Any Sonofabitch In The House     The Sounds Of  Dying   

Out of Portland, Oregon, five men, known as I Can Lick Any Sonofabitch in the House, 

deliver rock 'n' roll like no other. 

 

"A fan in Louisiana came up to me after a show and said they thought we were the country 

version of Rage Against the Machine," laughs front man Mike D.  

 

Mike D., a former army boxer, served in the 101st Airborne/Air Assault. He was born in 

Oklahoma, raised in Las Vegas, and, following his military service, bounced between Los 

Angeles and Dallas, Texas, playing bass in Mercury Records recording artists Tablet, a 

Dallas-based Brit-pop band that toured with Oasis. 

 

After Mercury dropped Tablet, and the lead singer fell prey to a nasty heroin habit, Mike D. 

packed his bags, jumped on a Greyhound, and moved to Portland, Oregon. A few short years 

later, he began writing his own songs. Sick of playing other people's songs (he played in 

numerous local bands during this time), and sick of playing the indie-rock he didn't even 

listen to, he decided it was time to start his own band. 

 

A longtime fan of boxing legend John L. Sullivan, the last bare knuckles fighting champion, 

Mike D. grabbed a band name from Sullivan's autobiography (co-written by Gilbert Odd): I 

Can Lick Any Son of a Bitch in the House: The Riotous Life of the First Heavyweight 

Champion. Dropping the latter part of the title, and turning Son of a Bitch into one word 

(Sonofabitch), Mike D. had a handful of songs, a demo, and a band name.  

 

He played as many local shows as he could throughout 2001, and crowds were growing. 

Things started to take off for I Can Lick Any Sonofabitch in the House. The only problem: the 

line-up seemed unstable at best, with friends joining Mike D. on stage when they could.  

 

After playing out for over a year, I Can Lick Any Sonofabitch In the House's line-up finally 

took permanent form, following the release of the band's debut full-length, 2002's Creepy 

Little Noises, released on Portland-indie In Music We Trust Records. 

 

With a line-up in place, and Creepy Little Noises garnering rave reviews, the band toured 

relentlessly. After six grueling months of touring, they quickly entered Burbank's tongue-in-

cheek named studio, "It's Cold, It Stinks, and I Don't Like The Way It Sounds". The results of 

those sessions were the eleven songs that comprised Put Here To Bleed, the band's sophomore 

release, also released on In Music We Trust.  

 

With another long year of endless touring behind Put Here To Bleed, I Can Lick Any 

Sonofabitch in the House once again entered Burbank's studio to record their third full-length, 

Menace. The band also got the opportunity to track a few songs at Stone Gossard's (of Pearl 

Jam fame) Litho Studios, after playing several shows with The Supersuckers and converting 

the 'Suckers sound man, Dave Fisher, into a fan. Hell's Belles, the all-female AC/DC cover 

band, who are another band SOB (as fans call them) has graced the stage with several times 

over, make an appearance on the record, with members doing backing vocals on two tracks. 

 

As the band continued to hit the road, frustrations created issues that lead to the untimely 

demise of I Can Lick Any Sonofabitch in the House. The individual members continued to 

stay active with music, but it wasn't until 2010 that the guys starting talking about the 



possibility of putting the finishing touches on a number of tracks they had recorded but 

shelved. At this point, the band started discussing the possibility of releasing this collection of 

songs on Suburban Home. That collection entitled "The Sounds of Dying" was released in 

September of 2010. The band even did a short tour out to Suburban Home's 15th Anniversary 

where they reminded everyone what they did best....wowing audiences with a fury not known 

in an Alt-Country band.  

While it is unlikely I Can Lick Any Sonofabitch In the House well be a full time touring act 

again, the guys are playing out and plan to release new material moving forward. "The 

Sounds of Dying" is a a true return to form for the band and gives proof that SOB are one of 

the heaviest bands in Americana.  

 

Label: Suburban Home                                                     BeNelux Distribution: Sonic RendezVous 
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