
Hot Club of Cowtown  What Makes Bob Holler      Proper Records  

Recorded in three days but 12 years in the making, the new CD by Hot Club Of Cowtown is a tribute 

to their foremost influence and inspiration, Bob Wills and his Texas Playboys.  Taking time out from a 

recent tour in the United Kingdom, the band holed up in London’s Specific Sound studio, set up the 

microphones and hit record! The idea was to capture the jubilant energy and fine musicianship as if the 

band was playing at a dance or in concert.  This is the way Western Swing was meant to be played and 

heard!  

 

The Tiffany Transcription recordings Bob Wills made in 1946 were the fundamental inspiration for 

HCCT’s repertoire and style.  On “What Makes Bob Holler”, the band meets fans’ requests for HCCT 

renditions of Bob Wills hits balanced with less familiar songs and pays homage to the King of 

Western Swing, Bob Wills.  

This is what would make Bob Holler!  

SHE’S KILLING ME (Claude Nichols) 

IT’S ALL YOUR FAULT (Cindy Walker) 

TIME CHANGES EVERYTHING (Tommy Duncan) 

MAIDEN’S PRAYER (Bob Wills) 

OKLAHOMA HILLS (Jack Guthrie, Woody Guthrie)_ 

BIG BALL IN COWTOWN (Hoyle Nix) 

KEEPER OF MY HEART (Bob Wills, Jerry Irby) 

SMITH’S REEL (Traditional, Arr. Elana James, Whit Smith) 

THE DEVIL AIN’T LAZY (Fred Rose) 

ALONG THE NAVAJO TRAIL (Larry Marks, Dick Charles, Edward DeLange) 

FADED LOVE (Bob Wills, John Mills) 

WHAT’S THE MATTER WITH THE MILL  (Bob Wills, Tommy Duncan)  

OSAGE STOMP (Bob Wills) 

STAY A LITTLE LONGER (Tommy Duncan, Bob Wills) 

 

She's Killing Me - I first heard this melody on a Chet Atkins record called East Tennessee 

Blues.  I was delighted later on to find a Wills version with a few variations and of course 

some singing. (WS) 

 

It’s All Your Fault - Cindy Walker wrote some spectacular songs about losing love. I really 

like the groove of this one, and the sentiment, too. Wade Ray's version is what really put it on 

the map for me. I also like that Cindy Walker's songs are written from a uniquely female 

perspective, even though, of course, they are timeless enough to be sung by a man or a 

woman. (EJ) 

 

Oklahoma Hills - We've been listening to Jack Guthrie’s recording of this song for years. 

There’s a whole collection of his tunes with the same raw feel, a great fiddler, and really 

straightforward style, recorded, I think, in the 1940’s in LA. I go back and listen to those 

sessions again and again and they never get old. (EJ) 
 

Keeper of My Heart - I first heard this song on the album “Bob Wills for the Last Time.” The 

twin fiddle line is so beautiful and mournful, and the fills that the fiddles played behind the 

vocals just killed me. (EJ) 



 

Smith’s Reel - I just picture Bob Wills playing this at a dance in 1943, with a cigar in his 

mouth, standing up straight, belly out, lifting everybody up into the air. It’s a happy melody 

that almost seems to play itself. (EJ) 

 

The Devil Ain't Lazy - I'm not sure where this originally came from.  Bob Wills recorded 

many songs from the Vaudeville and minstrel show era. His original recording feature 

Tommy Duncan and Tiny Moore, all the inspiration anyone could ask for. (WS) 

 

What’s the Matter With the Mill - I still can’t figure out what this song is about:) (EJ) 

 

Osage Stomp - This is one of my favourite Bob Wills fiddle tunes. It’s a little crazy, a little 

out of meter, and they recorded it at several different tempos over the years. I stole the triple 

shuffle solo idea from Jesse Ashlock. On this one I always feel the faster the better. (EJ) 
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