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“Too many protest singers, not enough protest songs” Edwyn Collins, 1994 

 
From the raging of the First World War, through the depression era of the 1920's, onto World War II and then 

the political uprisings of students and musicians during the 50's, 60's and early 70's, the troubles of the world 

have always been reflected in song, with the outspoken voices of the masses being conveyed via music rather 

than actions. 

The Protest movement hit its musical peak with the work of Pete Seeger, Woody Guthrie, Ramblin’ Jack Elliot, 

Josh White, and more, which in turn spawned the younger fresh-faced movement of the Greenwich Village folk 

scene and the songs of Phil Ochs, Fred Neil, Joan Baez and of course, Bob Dylan, amongst many others. The late 

70’s brought a burst of socio-political activity in the music scene courtesy of the punk and post-punk movements 

but, apart from a few notable exceptions, it faded out, as the 80’s wore on, wore down, and turned into the 90’s 

and the noughties. 

These are no less troubled times than the 50’s, 60’s or 70’s; indeed, you could argue they are even more so. We 

live in a world reeling from economic meltdown, natural disasters fuelled by man-made global warming, while 

wars continue to rage in the Middle East and elsewhere with continuous loss of innocent life. BUT, very few 

musicians and songwriters are reflecting these modern, yet difficult times. It is already 16 years since Edwyn 

Collins wrote his line bemoaning the lack of protest songs - fast forward to 2010 and now there also seems to be 

a lack of protest singers, certainly within the mainstream. 

With the release of his new album, I Didn’t Raise My Boy To Be A Soldier, Michael Weston King makes a 

powerful statement about the state of the world right now, which will hopefully help kick-start a new wave of 

singers and songwriters, who will go on to comment and reflect what really needs to be said about what is going 

on around us. 

I Didn’t Raise My Boy To Be A Soldier consists entirely of protest songs; a mixture of brand new songs, along 

with his interpretations, and reworking of older songs, not just from the 1960's, but some dating back as far as 

the 1900's. All of the songs have one thing in common - they are as relevant now as when they were first written. 

The words to ‘I Didn’t Raise My Boy To Be A Soldier’ were written in 1915 by Alfred Bryan, and it could be 

argued was the first ever anti-war protest song. King wrote a new melody for the words following a discussion 

with the father of a Norwegian soldier fighting in Afghanistan. ‘Hey Ma, I’m Coming Home’, is a soldier’s letter 

to his mother, and could have been one of many such letters written by hopeful young men before tragically 

being flown home in coffins to Wootton Bassett. The inclusion of two songs by Phil Ochs is an indication of 

how well his songs have stood the test of time. ‘Cops of The World’ could just as easily have been written about 

the invasion of Iraq, as about the invasion of Vietnam or America’s numerous incursions onto foreign soil in the 

60´s and beyond. ‘While In Time’ is King’s own take on such events.  

The state of the world’s economy is also addressed in the old Sykes Roosevelt song ‘High Price Blues’, 

(originally recorded by Brownie McGhee), and in the adaptation of the Langston Hughes poem, ‘Life Is Fine’. 

The full tracklisting reads… 

1. In Time (Michael Weston King) 

2. I Didn't Raise My Boy To Be A Soldier (words, from 1915, by Alfred Bryan, music by Michael Weston King) 

3. Life Is Fine (words by Langston Hughes, music by Michael Weston King) 

4. Hey Ma, I’m Coming Home (Michael Weston King) 

5. Parish of Rope (Oliver Lomax / Paul Hesketh) 

6. Cops Of The World (Phil Ochs) 

7. Sounds of Our Time (Jim Ford / Bobby Womack) 

8. High Price Blues (Brownie McGhee) 

9. Is There Anybody Here? (Phil Ochs) 

10. In Spain The Dogs Are Too Tired To Bite You (Michael Weston King) 

11. I Pity The Poor Immigrant (Bob Dylan) 

12. Simple Song Of Freedom (Bobby Darin) 

Michael will be taking these songs out on the road, touring Europe and N. America, including a host of festival 

appearances, which will also include talks and workshops on the history and relevance of the protest movement - 

see overleaf for UK itinerary to date. 

“Men would rather have their fill of sleep, love, and singing and dancing than of war” Homer 

Valve Records BeNeLux Distribution: Sonic RendezVous T: +31 (0)72 567 3038 E: william@sonicrendezvous.com 

Promo BeNeLux: Klanderman Prmotion T: +31 (0)20 420 8040 E: hightone@planet.nl  


